
It seems that near the time of Jesus the Daniel 

Prophecy was known but the exact timing was not 

well understood as many false messiahs had come 

prior to Jesus’ birth. One such false messiah was 

Herod the Great. Herod had been given the title 

“King of the Jews” by the occupying Roman army; a 

title which he coveted. History records that Herod 

had killed approximately 3,000 Jews in the process 

of appeasing the Roman occupying force and in 

securing his own position as “King of the Jews” 

according to the Romans. Herod Himself was not a 

Jew by birth but was one of the proselytes to 

Judaism, yet he sought the throne of David. We do 

well to remember that Salvation is of the Jew but 

has been always available to the non-Jew as well. 

But in the case of Herod there is no indication that 

he truly loved God or followed him other than in 

outward appearance. 

Herod would have been aware that in order for 

Daniels prophecies to come true the temple would 

have to be rebuilt. It is one of the things that Herod 

accomplished then he built a large castle fortress for 

himself as well to dwell in. 

But Herod’s coveted title was threatened when Jesus 

showed up on the scene. Herod’s aspirations to the 

throne completely came apart at the seams as 

several miraculous events began to unfold ushering 

in the true Messiahs arrival, the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Here is how Herod’s plans began to unwind. 

                                                           
1 The word Christ (Christos) is merely the Greek language equivalent word 

for the word Messiah (Hama Shiak) in the Hebrew language. Both the 

words “Christ” and the word “Messiah” both could be translated to English 

as the title “The Anointed One”. Many in scripture are  referred to as 

anointed. King David was anointed as were each of Israel’s Kings. Today 

those that enter into Christ’s spiritual kingdom may do so because of the 

anointing that only Christ can give them which is accompanied by the 

indwelling presence of God the Holy Spirit so that they might appear as 

pure and holy in God’s eyes. But only one person has ever been referred 

to as “the Anointed One”. That person is Jesus who his disciples and 

followers quickly recognized as “the Christ”, the Messiah. The title of 

Messiah is referred to every time we repeat the title for Jesus which is “the 

Lord Jesus Christ”.  

First an angel appeared to Elizabeth the wife of a 

Cohen (a Levite) who was beyond her childbearing 

years to tell her that she was about to conceive a 

son who would act as a prophet to usher in the 

coming of the Messiah.  (Luke 1:11-17) 

Next an angel appeared to Mary a young woman 

who was engaged to be married but had, had no 

relations with the man she was to marry, to tell her 

that she would bear a son and call his name “Jesus” 

which has the meaning “Jehovah is salvation”.  

(Luke 1:26-38) 

After this Jesus was born in Bethlehem (Mathew 
1:18-25; Luke 2:1-7) fulfilling the prophecies 

regarding where the Messiah would be born. (Micah 
5:2; Matthew 2:6; John 7:42)  

And Jewish Shepherds came (Luke 2:8-20) 

Then an amazing thing happened. Non-Jews called 

“Wise Men” came bearing gifts from afar which 

reminds us that the Messiah is the Saviour not only 

to the Jewish nation but to all nations. (Gen 12:2-3; 
Isaiah 52:13-15) 

Matthew 2 - 1 Now after Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, wise men from the East came to 
Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is He who has been 
born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star 
in the East and have come to worship Him.” 3 
When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, 
and all Jerusalem with him. 4 And when he had 
gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people together, he inquired of them where the 
Christ was to be born. 5 So they said to him, “In 
Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the 
prophet:  

6 „But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, Are 
not the least among the rulers of Judah; For out 
of you shall come a Ruler Who will shepherd 
My people Israel.‟ ”  

7 Then Herod, when he had secretly called the wise 
men, determined from them what time the star 
appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem and 
said, “Go and search carefully for the young Child, 
and when you have found Him, bring back word to 

me, that I may come and worship Him also.” 9 
When they heard the king, they departed; and 
behold, the star which they had seen in the East 
went before them, till it came and stood over where 
the young Child was. 10 When they saw the star, 
they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. 11 And 
when they had come into the house, they saw the 
young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down 
and worshiped Him. And when they had opened 
their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. 12 Then, being divinely 
warned in a dream that they should not return to 
Herod, they departed for their own country another 
way.  

It may be that these wise men came from a town 

called Saveh which is south of the ancient city of 

Babylon in Persia which is modern day IRAN. Local 

history in this small town is told from one generation 

to the next. How factual their claims are I leave the 

reader to decide.  

It seems that at the time of the Nativity 3 kings lived 

in this town who devoted themselves to all manner 

of study which included the study of the stars and 

may have included the study of ancient prophecies. 

Their names were Balthazar, Gaspar and Melchior. 

Apparently these men observed a star and somehow 

became convinced to follow the star in search of the 

promised Messiah.  (Remember that Daniel had 

made his prophecy regarding the Messiah during his 

Babylonian captivity in Persia (Today’s Iran)  It is very 

likely these wise men had read the book of Daniel 

and were anticipating the closeness of the Messiah’s 

coming as many Jews were also anticipating this. 

In deciding what to bring with them they decided to 

bring “Gold” in case the one born was to be a King, 

incense” in case he was to be a priest and “myrrh” 
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in case he was to be a physician.  
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2 Myrh was offered to Jesus at his crucifiction perhaps to dull the 
pain, but he refused it. 
3 Jesus fills all those roles. He is the King of Kings, the High Priest of the 

order of Melkezidek and the Great Physician of men’s souls. 

There is an ancient account written in Iran of this 

event;  (Let me first caution the reader however that 

this account is not entirely accurate in that it 

contradicts the Bible in some places and was not 

written in the first century prior to the great 

dispersion of AD 70 as the writings regarding Jesus in 

the New Testament were. They are not considered 

trustworthy as the passages of the New Testament 

are for this reason.) 

7. And it came to pass, when the Lord Jesus was 
born at Bethlehem of Judaea, in the time of King 
Herod, behold, magi came from the east to 
Jerusalem, as Zeraduscht (5) had predicted; and 
there were with them gifts, gold, and frankincense, 
and myrrh. And they adored Him, and presented to 
Him their gifts. Then the Lady Mary took one of the 
swaddling-bands, and, on account of the smallness 
of her means, gave it to them; and they received it 
from her with the greatest marks of honour. And in 
the same hour there appeared to them an angel in 
the form of that star which had before guided them 
on their journey; and they went away, following the 
guidance of its light, until they arrived in their own 
country. (6) 8. And their kings and chief men came 
together to them, asking what they had seen or 
done, how they had gone and come back, what 
they had brought with them. And they showed 
them that swathing-cloth which the Lady Mary had 
given them. Wherefore they celebrated a feast, 
and, according to their custom, lighted a fire and 
worshipped it,

4
 and threw that swathing-cloth into 

it; and the fire laid hold of it, and enveloped it. And 
when the fire had gone out, they took out the 
swathing-cloth exactly as it had been before, just 
as if the fire had not touched it. Wherefore they 
began to kiss it, and to put it on their heads and 
their eyes, saying: This verily is the truth without 
doubt. Assuredly it is a great thing that the fire was 
not able to burn or destroy it. Then they took it, and 
with the greatest honor laid it up among their 
treasures. 
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4 Fire worship is one of the indications that these people were 
Zoroastrians prior to meeting Christ. God showed them that the fire had 
no power in this mythological account. The true power is in understanding 
that Christ is “the light of the world” and in worshipping Christ not fire. 
5 Arabic gospel of the Infancy of Jesus 



Marc O Polo on his travels to Persia in the 13
th
 

century has this to say which was related to him 
by the people who lived in Saveh. 

"In Persia is the city of Saba, from which the 

Three Magi set out... and in this city they are 

buried, in three very large and beautiful 

monuments, side by side. And above them there 

is a square building, beautifully kept. The bodies 

are still entire, with hair and beard remaining."  
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Archeologists from France started a dig on a Mosque 

in Saveh and discovered that the Mosque was once a 

Christian Temple as the symbols X (pronounced 

“Chi” in Greek) and P “(pronounced “Rho” in Greek) 

the first two letters in Greek which represent the 

word “Christ”, were found which  reveals that the 

Mosque was once used to worship Christ. Further 

excavation revealed that the Mosque was originally 

built as a Zoroastrian Temple before that. Also the 

archeologists discovered two tombs with reference 

to their being 2 of the Magi Kings that had visited 

Bethlehem. 
7
 The excavations were never completed 

as the French left IRAN in the 1930’s as IRAN began 

to gain its independence from colonial rule. It seems 

that somewhere along the way the people of Saveh 

had begun to be worshipers of Christ after the visit 

from their Magi to Bethlehem. Then later in the late 
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 century these followers were likely martyred and 

their temple was taken over by Islamists. 
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It is also claimed in Saveh, IRAN that the mother 

Mary fled in AD 70 to Saveh and they will show you 

her tomb there as well. Is it possible that Mary and 

                                                           
6 Book 1 of the Travels of Marc O Polo (reference only occurs in 
newer unabridged editions, missing in earlier edited editions.) 
7 There is an ancient abandoned castle fortress in Saveh built against a 
mountain that was built 2400 years ago where it is said these kings lived. 
And you can visit the grave sites that Marc O Polo visited as well. 
8 For further reading a book you may purchase is “Journey of the 

Magi – In Search of the Birth of Jesus  by Paul William Roberts, 

Publisher Stoddart  ISBN 0-7737-5897-6  (We do not agree with 

most of the authors conclusions in this book but are indebted to some of 

his original research work.) 

 

some of Jesus’ disciples brought the gospel to Iran 

with them?  I don’t think we will ever know for sure 

until we can ask these questions in heaven.  

For those that think today that Jesus is a myth and 

that he never existed, there is even more to think 

about as we have evidence of the tombs of the Magi 

in Saveh. Why such an elaborate hoax; which 

includes such graves if the story of the Nativity is not 

a true historical fact?  God I believe has a sense of 

humor. There is an abundance of evidence that leads 

back to our Lord Jesus Christ, and in places where 

you might least expect it. 

When the angel appeared to Mary, she broke into a 

song which was very prophetic of what was about to 

happen in history. 

Luke 1 - 46 And Mary said:  “My soul magnifies 
the Lord, 47 And my spirit has rejoiced in God my 
Saviour. 48 For He has regarded the lowly state of 
His maidservant; For behold, henceforth all 
generations will call me blessed. 49 For He who is 
mighty has done great things for me, And holy is 
His name. 50 And His mercy is on those who fear 
Him From generation to generation. 51 He has 
shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the 
proud in the imagination of their hearts. 52 He has 
put down the mighty from their thrones, And 
exalted the lowly. 53 He has filled the hungry with 
good things, And the rich He has sent away empty. 
54 He has helped His servant Israel, In 
remembrance of His mercy, 55 As He spoke to our 
fathers, To Abraham and to his seed forever.”  

Herod was a proud man. A man that sought his own 

will over that of God. The gospels tell us that Herod 

issued a decree that all male children 2 and younger 

should be murdered to try to avoid his Roman title 

of “King of the Jews” from being taken from him, he 

coveted that title so much. 

History records that shortly after this Herod had all 

kinds of intestinal problems, he developed some 

kind of a cancer in his bowels. He smelled offensively 

to all who were about him and then he ended his 

own life prematurely by committing suicide. He died 

in BC 4 which is one of the reasons we now realize 

that Jesus was born prior to the year recorded as 0. 

The year 0 was erroneously set for us to remember 

the time of Christ’s birth in the mid 6
th

 century, but 

the true time of Christ’s birth most likely took place  

somewhere between BC 4 and BC 7. 
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Later the Roman’s placed the title “King of the Jews” 

again on the top of the Cross on which Jesus was 

nailed. The Bible tells us that at Jesus’ second 

coming all of mankind will hail him as their King. 

Revelation 19 - 16 And He has on His robe and on 
His thigh a name written:  

KING OF KINGS AND 

LORD OF LORDS. 
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c1962). New Bible Dictionary (713). InterVarsity Press. 

Who were the three Kings that 

worship Jesus at the Nativity? 

 

At Christmas time each year there is a carol that we 

often sing which says; 

We three Kings of Orient Are, 

 Bearing Gifts we traverse afar.  

Westward leading,  

still proceeding,  

Following yonder star. 

(the word “Orient” was crossed out intentionally, as 

you will soon see why). 

Several  years ago I researched the Prophecy of 

Daniel  9 which gave the precise time when the 

Messiah would be cut off (meaning killed).  Most of 

Christendom it seems, have come to believe that this 

prophecy does not refer to the time when the 

Messiah would die but rather the time when he 

would be born. I came to the conclusion that the 

prophecy was indeed one which predicts the precise 

time when the Messiah would be killed not born. 

The arguments that I came up with are outlined in 

the tract entitled “The Anointed One”. You can find 

that tract at the Bible Door Tracts website 

http://bibledoor.no-

ip.org/pdf/eng_annointed_one.pdf 
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