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 Which came first...the chicken or the egg? 
 

 

LONDON (AFP) - Which came first, the chicken or the egg? 
According to a scientist, a philosopher and a chicken farmer, it 
was the egg, British newspapers reported. 
 
The key to the age-old question apparently lies in the fact that 
since genetic material does not change throughout an animal's 
life, the first bird that evolved into a chicken must have initially 
existed as an embryo inside an egg. Professor John Brookfield, 
from England's University of Nottingham, concluded that because 
of this, the living organism inside the eggshell would have had the 
same DNA as the chicken it turned into. The specialist in 
evolutionary genetics was quoted in a number of newspapers as 
saying: "Therefore the first living thing which we could say 
unequivocally was a member of the species would be this first egg. 
The egg came first." Brookfield's conclusion was backed up by 
Professor David Papineau, of King's College, London, and the 
chairman of the trade body Great British Chicken, Charles Bourns. 
Papineau, an expert in the philosophy of science, argued that the 
first chicken must have emerged from an egg even though it was 
laid by a different species of bird, but it was still a chicken egg 
because it had a chicken in it. "The conclusion therefore must be 
that the egg came first and the chicken afterwards," he stated.  
Bourns' methodology was not explained in The Times, the Daily 
Mail and the Independent, who all carried the story. "Eggs were 
around long before the first chicken arrived," he affirmed.  (This 
story appeared on Friday May 26, 2006, 12:42 AM on the Yahoo 
News Site, it is no longer available) 
 
Ray Luff's Comments: 
 
You'll notice a bit of trickery in this report given by the scientist, 
where he says "the first chicken must have emerged from an egg 
even though it was laid by a different species of bird." So the bird 
(not chicken) laid the egg, but the egg became a chicken not at all 
like the bird that laid it. So in other words the Bird preceded the 
egg which preceded the chicken. But that leaves us again where 
we started off. How did we get "the bird" in the first place? This 
scientist has already stated that the first chicken had to have 
come from an egg. "since genetic material does not change 
throughout an animal's life, the first bird that evolved into a 
chicken must have initially existed as an embryo inside an egg." 
Therefore we must conclude that "the bird" must also have come 
from an egg according to his reasoning. 

Once again we are brought back to the obvious question of how 
did we get the first egg that produced the first bird that in turn 
produced the first "chicken egg" that produced the first chicken? 

There are of course many other unanswered questions:  

1) Where did the DNA come from for the first life, either the Bird, 
or the egg it produced?  

2) The DNA would be different in the egg from that of the parent 
because it requires DNA from both a male and a female to 
produce a new life.  

3) Did the DNA evolve until it was sufficient to produce an egg? 

God gave us riddles to try to figure out that ought to lead us back 
to a knowledge of Him. But man shakes his fist at God and says 
there is no God. Then He sets about trying to figure out how to 
prove that hypothesis by his wise thoughts. 

The Bibles says the following regarding man's wisdom: 

Psalm 14 - 1 The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God." 

1 Cor 1 - 20 Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is 
the disputer of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom 
of this world? 

The only way we could ever solve the riddle of the chicken and the 
egg is to have an eye witness account to tell us the answer. Our 
God, the eye witness to all of creation has done that in giving us 
His word, the Holy Bible. And he has also given us human eye 
witnesses when it comes to the case the Bible makes for Christ. 

2 Peter 1 - 16 For we did not follow cunningly devised fables 
when we made known to you the power and coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty. 

2 Cor 2 - 4 And my speech and my preaching were not with 
persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the 
Spirit and of power, 5 that your faith should not be in the 
wisdom of men but in the power of God. 

One of the Historic goals of ICC is to grapple with life's larger 
questions and to direct people to the answers which are found in 
God's Word and in establishing a personal relationship with the 
Lord Jesus Christ. If we can assist you or if you have a question you 
would like us to address or a prayer request please get in touch 
with us. We would like to share with you the fruit which God has 
given us and we thank those of you who have been able to share 
with us also in prayers and financial support for the work that our 
Lord has given us to perform. 

Your fellow servant, 

 

Ray Luff 


